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\ REPORT OF INPORMATION REQUIRBMENT: OCI
t SUBJRCT : Religiom in the UBSR

| DATE OF INFORNMATION: Prior to 1954

‘ SQURCS 1 STAT|

f 1. The attitude of all religious groups in the Soviet

! Union toward the govermment has changed from active to

passive resistance in the last fifteen years. Durinsg the
period 1830-1940 some active opposition was found in the
western parts of the Union, but it was effectively rescved,
2., The SBoviet government, since its inception. has
waged a mever-ending anti-religious campaign, but the

inictai people still maintain deep religiocus feelings.

by a long range plan of persecution STAT

the government hopes to eradicate religion, but 1t car
not be done in this generation pmor im the next, At the
beginning of World War 2 even umbelievers began to turn

to God for help in defeating the enemy. The Politbyuro

was thus forced to lessen its persecution of the churches
and attempted instead to force them to serve government

aims. It was during this period that religious controls
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were gradually relaxed,

3., Ukrainiaps duriag the war opened many churches,
often im plain houses nn; with laysen assuming the role of
priests, These places of worship remained in operation
for some time after the war, but the leanders and self-styled

prieats were rewmoved and charged with collaboration with

‘ the Germans, unable to say whether there was any

sigonificant upsurge of religion in Central Asis after the
war,

4. Realizing that too mapny people had »eturned to

S (At

religion during the war, the government stepped up its
persecution in 1933 and 1954, The facts that many
Communist Party -olbcr‘s,‘chriatomd “"their children in church,
that high Party members were attending services and that
e marriages of young Arny and 532 members were taking
place in church ﬂmnod an ipcrease in propaganda. At
4 the present time anti-religious propaganda has diminished
?.} in ordor to countoract western propaganda on the subject,

i uﬂmm mmv need the support of the churches

as nuch as Bylbll did and have used them the same WRY .

The present attitude emphasises that the government does

EOE

N not persecute religion, but acts only against eneaies of

the people who hide behind the churck. certain

!
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that there will be no real change iun basic pUrpoOSes ;
anti-religious propaganda will countinue and the pream
will coatinue to rum criticai articles uander the by-line

of the Communist Party,

5. 99% of the servantis of (he

church are agents of thé N¥D. Thiw includegp priests.
Church sashiers nnd all other keoy mewmbers. The truly
religious intelligent priests were done away with during
1930-1937. Those who survived rep:esenied aniy JO% o*
the original mumber., Duriny 'the wsr wany of these wers
peruitted to return to the churches. but with the es'an.
lishment of pew religicus seminaries, all applicants aras
carefully screened and recruited by the MGB/MVD. The
majority are not wembers of thé ¥VD. but are recruited
agents who have been forced by conditions to cooparate

with the government.

6. two seminaries in Moscow anc

Leningrad and ope theologica. acadesy in Moscow. The ¢

may be some Moslem schools in Owrtral Asgia.

X. It is difficult to estimate the amount of Rutno ity

exercised by the priests over their parishioners. vi}lsce
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STAT
residents who attend church do o at randow, wheao «ir-
cumstances permit, and theao go cniy to prav In 1 yer
towns there are regular church-guers «ho heve wore
contacf with priests and among whom Lhe priests have
wuch prestige.
8. After 1930 no new churches were builf i *ne
STAT
USSR, prior to the revoiution the:
were 1600 churches in Moscow as compared to abou: |- Cok

During 1930-1945 church property was exXianyively Llunde: e
leaving nothing more than the a!tars and 1kons, Some g
& commission was appointed to list sli proterty aod
it over to local authorities for sais keeping, Lut tnis
usually did not take plmce un:il after most of the priope;
bad been stolen. Many of the church buildings eere d.ve, "o ¢
to other purposes, aud cupolas were destroved, be . .s and
Crosses were removed,.etc. Souwe of those whick were unHt
completely destroyed or altered beyond recognition wer:.
eventually turned back to religious use.
{ b. It is still trua‘that mo#t church-~goers are . lde;
pPeople. Press attacks on young church-goers have atirac *ar
the attention of Westerners and misled thesx into believi.g
that the number is larger than it actumlly is. On the ainer
hand, it should be noted that the DUIbﬁrt.Qf the faith*ul

Are imcreasing.
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10. Children in the wmajority of Soviet families
sre baptized, usually Dy near reiatives if the head »*
the family is a Party wember. Jn Moscow a Party cfi: 1al
would find it difficult to have his children baptized
and pretend not to know about it, so he wmight send his
family to the Ukraine where it could be attendcd t.
without his apparent knowle.uge., Should a Party mem: ..
admit such knowledge he would probablvy be copenly rep: randeu
and he might be discharged. In any event, it would Lv
noted in his record and he would henceforth lose all
Party trust, His position would be equally »& d;ff.r il
if he should have parents who nttesd chu:i h, even (hough
he himself did not,

11, Toleration of the churches has been very
profitable for the Soviet government, Duriag the war tie
churches whipped up patriotism by praising STALIN ana the

war effort, and parishioners were led to believe that '1te

would improve after the war, 8S a STAT

result of the interview granted by MALENKOV¥ to Patrisrch
ALEXI8, in the late fall of 1954, the Church will soun
begin to lecture against western imperialism and the new
danger of an attack on Mother Russia and the Ruesiar Church.

In view of the political defeats suffered by Lhe Souviets

[
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STAT
"at the Paris Conference and the ratification ot Wesi
Goruad vearsanment, ALliIB probsably has heer instructsd
to m the Church's influence again to unite the people
behind the goverament,
A
I o ) .
Distidbutions
STAT
lwk
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